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By Steve Newbom {Sand E:Mail)
TAMPA (2010-9-14) = A yaar and a half ago, WUSF visited with a graup of peaple who were at the epicenter of the
Graal Florida Crash: real estate professionals.

Some af them had banded together with a misslon of self-help. They called it "Real Estate_Lives" -- one part job search
tips, one part fellowshlp and ane part graup tharapy.

Tampa attormey Ron Weaver was the griving farce behind the group, At that time, ha told participants that there were
stil] jobs available if they Icoked hard anough.

*Do not get down In the mouth. There's a lot of oppertenity out there,” he said.
That was the massage then, Fast forward 18 months, and - usforturately for Weaver and the real estate peaple - the graup Is still going strong.

“it's been almast the warst year-and-a-half imaginable, I'm afrald that this particular real estate deep recasslon rasembles a deprasslon for those who are
out of wark,” he said, :

The group has some success storigs. Of the 642 Involved, 450 are back to warl, thanks to abaut 9,800 calls that they've made on thelr phone bank.
Weavar says these are professlonal people who are usually highly educated and highly matlvated, So It's hard far them to ask for a helping hand.
“It's not Just a job, but alss the family - with respects to the rebullding of relationships, and the rebullding of self-esteem,” he sald.

And Waavar - aver tha aptimlst - bellevas the real estate erlsls has ebbed, and expects anather year or twa befare they can climb out of the deep recessien.
In the meantime, he counsels real estate professionals te hang In there and keep the faith,
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