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Real Estate Lives Celebrates First Anniversary

TAMPA, Fla., November 13, 2009 – The volunteers who run Real Estate Lives, Rebounders (members in search of employment), sponsors, special guests and almost 30 newcomers gathered yesterday for a special breakfast celebration of the organization’s first anniversary at the downtown Howard Johnson. 
Founder and master of ceremonies Ron Weaver provided a recap of major successes – highlighted by the estimated 200 people Real Estate Lives has helped to find new jobs -- recognized outstanding volunteers and guest speakers, and thanked Howard Johnson’s for donating the meeting space, Masters Construction and Development for providing the breakfast, and the Real Estate Investment Council for providing $5,000 in initial seed money and a pledge to match that amount in 2010. He also noted that CREW Tampa Bay leaders and members were the core group of original volunteers, and the Tampa Bay chapter of NAIOP provided instant credibility and our identity by making Real Estate Lives one of its official task forces.

The immediate mission of Real Estate Lives is to link Hillsborough County real estate and related professionals in need of employment with the services and tools needed during their transition back into the workforce. A wide variety of individual and corporate volunteer partners provide social, health and financial resources, help restore a sense of hope through counseling, networking and mentors, and provide retraining, guidance and job placement opportunities.

The web site, www.realestatelives.org, is the primary information clearinghouse, detailing all of these programs and services, upcoming events, networking opportunities, newest services, and maintaining the member job leads, with monthly updates and more in-depth explanations of programs via a monthly newsletter. Weaver said that volunteers   have assisted with more than 500 resumes to date, and provided 18 training classes for hundreds of Rebounders this past year. 
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Other programs include a mentor/mentee program offering one-on-one support for Rebounders, a Rebounder support group which meets twice each month, and a variety of other small groups that meet weekly throughout Tampa Bay. In addition, the organization holds quarterly kids’ events such as a baseball game at Yankee Stadium and free back-to-school backpacks provided at a party on the beach at the Westin Tampa Bay on the causeway -- and recently created another new initiative called First Response that provides people who have lost their jobs with a tool box of items to help ease the strain during those stressful first few days. Volunteers also operate a Phone Bank, calling 3-6 Rebounders every other week to check on their progress and invite them to upcoming meetings, and a Job Mining committee that finds and posts job leads (more than 1,000 so far) on the web site. 

Co-founder and Navigator Pam Winchester said that while the immediate goal is helping put people back to work “with our own, homegrown volunteer stimulus package”, Real Estate Lives’ ultimate goal is to “work ourselves out of business”. She said that even in these challenging economic times, Real Estate Lives has been helping an average of 10-15 people find new employment every two weeks. “But we still have 334 people on our active job-seeking list, with new Rebounders joining every week” said Winchester. “We won’t rest until all of these people are back to work and our members don’t need us anymore.”

To learn more about Real Estate Lives, please visit www.realestatelives.org  to volunteer, explore sponsorship opportunities, sign up as a Rebounder, and hopefully attend the next meeting December 3rd at the Greater Tampa Association of Realtors.
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